MARYLAND REAL ESTATE COMMISSION

500 North Calvert Street

Baltimore, MD 21202

Mission: Protecting the health, safety, and welfare of the public 

through examination, licensing, and regulatory activities regarding real estate

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

SEPTEMBER 19, 2007, 10:30 a.m.

Highlights from the meeting:
Current license count 55,882

Guaranty Fund in excess of $2 million

2006 Continuing Education Audit in progress

PRESENT:

Commissioner Nancy R. Simpers, Chair (Industry)

Commissioner Stephen F. Kupres, Vice Chair (Consumer) 


Commissioner Anne S. Cooke (Industry)
Commissioner Sydney L. Machat  (Industry)

Commissioner J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia (Industry)


Commissioner Surina Jordan (Consumer)


Commissioner Colette P. Youngblood (Consumer)


Stanley J. Botts, Commissioner, O & P


Harry Loleas, Deputy Commissioner, O & P


Elizabeth Trimble, AAG, Counsel


Katherine F. Connelly, Executive Director


Steven Long, Assistant Executive Director, Session Recorder 
ABSENT:

Commissioner Arthur E. Davis, III (Industry)
Commissioner Arthur M. Eisenstein  (Consumer)
PUBLIC IN ATTENDANCE:


Mark Feinroth, MAR

CALL TO ORDER:


Nancy R. Simpers, Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:45 a.m.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:


Motion (made by J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, seconded by Anne Cooke) To approve the minutes of the August 15, 2007 business meeting.  Unanimous approval was given.

REPORT OF COMPLAINTS/ADMINISTRATIVE DISMISSALS:


Motion (made by J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, seconded by Stephen F. Kupres) To approve the Administrative Dismissals for the month of September 2007.  Motion carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

1. Education – J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Education Chair, read the PSI exam statistics.  For the month of August  2007,  1,183 salesperson and 86 broker exams were administered.  

2. Legislative – Anne S. Cooke, Legislative Chair, Nothing to report.
COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:  Katherine F. Connelly

1. Current license count is 55,822 of which 4,884 are brokers,  3,237 are associate brokers,  46,974 are salespersons, 683 branch offices, 14reciprocal brokers, 2 reciprocal associate broker, and 8 reciprocal salespersons.

2. The Guaranty Fund balance as of July 30, 2007 is $2,025,901.43
3. The continuing education audit for 2006 renewals is well underway.
4. The Paralegal position has been filled and the new employee is scheduled to begin her employment on September 26, 2007
5. Charlene Faison has been promoted to the position of Licensing Supervisor and will assume that role upon her return from leave on October 1, 2007
6. The paperwork for the hiring freeze exemption to replace Ms. Faison’s vacated position has been initiated.
7. House Bill 1288 has generated a last minute surge in license applications for both brokers and salespersons.
8. Ms. Connelly attended the MAR convention in Ocean City, Maryland and the ARELLO conference in New York City.
COMMENTS FROM COUNSEL:


Ms, Trimble has a meeting scheduled with Consumer Protection and the New Home Builders Association within the next week.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:


Commissioner D’Ambrosia discussed team/group issues and distributed a document outlining the Task Force’s findings. He requested a discussion of the finding to be scheduled for the next meeting.
New Business:

Commissioner D’Ambrosia brought up the subject of the business practices of several new companies in Maryland and their bonus programs and the issue of disclosure.
OTHER BUSINESS:

Commissioner Machat discussed the upcoming District 2 & 3 ARELLO meeting. He also cited and distributed copies of papers presented by the Federal Trade Commission

ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:50 a.m. The next monthly meeting is Wednesday, October 17, 2007.

APPROVED AS PRESENTED:_________________________________________________

                                                                  Nancy R. Simpers, Chairperson

APPROVED AS AMENDED:   __________________________________________________

                                                                   Nancy R. Simpers, Chairperson              

