MARYLAND REAL ESTATE COMMISSION

500 North Calvert Street

Baltimore, MD 21202

Mission: Protecting the health, safety, and welfare of the public 

through examination, licensing, and regulatory activities regarding real estate

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

OCTOBER 20, 2010, 10:30 a.m.

Highlights from the meeting:

Current license count 43,520
Guaranty Fund balance $2,286,784

State offices close 5 days in November

CE regulations re-proposed

PRESENT:


Commissioner Anne S. Cooke, Chair (Industry)


Commissioner J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Vice Chair (Industry)


Commissioner Robin L. Pirtle (Consumer)
Commissioner Nancy R. Simpers (Industry)

Commissioner Jeff Thaler (Consumer)


Commissioner Georgiana S. Tyler (Industry)


Elizabeth Trimble, AAG, Counsel


Katherine F. Connelly, Executive Director


J. Steven Long, Assistant Executive Director


Patricia Hannon, Education Administrator, Session Recorder 

ABSENT:


Commissioner Marla S. Johnson (Industry)


Commissioner Juan Munoz (Consumer)


Commissioner Colette P. Youngblood (Consumer)

PUBLIC IN ATTENDANCE:


Robert Johnston, AACAR


Donald White, MREEA and Pr Geo’s Comm Coll


Mark Feinroth, MD Realtors


Carl Kessler, Professional Dev Inst


CALL TO ORDER:


Anne S. Cooke, Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:35 a.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:


Motion (made by Nancy R. Simpers, seconded by J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia) To approve the minutes of the September 29, 2010 business meeting.  Unanimous approval.

REPORT OF COMPLAINTS/ADMINISTRATIVE DISMISSALS:


Motion (made by Nancy R. Simpers, seconded by J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia) To approve the Administrative Dismissals for the month of October 2010.  Motion carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

1. Education – Georgiana S. Tyler, Education Chair, read the education report.  For the month of September 2010, PSI administered 403 salesperson and 28 broker exams, compared to 374 sales and 29 broker exams in September 2009.
2. Legislative – J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia/Marla Johnson, Legislative Co-Chairs – no report today
COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:  Katherine F. Connelly
1. Current license count totals 43,520, of which 4,759 are brokers,  3,127 are associate brokers, 34,864 salespersons, 544 branch offices, 6 time shares, 65 reciprocal brokers, 14 reciprocal associate brokers, and 141 reciprocal salespersons.  Of the total license count, 4,226 are inactive licenses.
2. The Guaranty Fund balance as of September 30, 2010 was $2,286,784.00.

3. Developing the curriculum for the Agency course has been both challenging and enlightening.  The members of the task force have spent time not only on the outline but on handouts to be furnished to instructors and later the students.  The last meeting was October 15 and the next one is November 19.   Dates in December to train instructors are being scheduled at various locations around the state, and soon the education providers will be asked to send their instructors to training.  All training will be conducted by two task force members.  Only trained instructors will be able to teach the required agency course.  
4. Once the Agency course is up and running, providers may want to develop an online program using the new Agency curriculum and adding quizzes and a final.  Future discussion will be needed on required agency by distance learning.   Currently offered distance learning courses about agency will not meet the new requirement.    

5. The Task Force to Develop a Supervision Course met on October 13 and will meet again on November 10.  The dates to train instructors are planned for January at various locations around the state, and all task force members will participate in the training sessions.

6. The Agency and Supervision task forces asked for Commissioners’ input into their discussion of supervision when a broker is the listing agent and another agent in the office brings in a contract for that listing.  This situation arises in actual practice.  Can the broker designate a branch office manager or another licensee to be a dual agent?  If so, is the designee, who is also an affiliate, now supervising the broker, who is suppose to supervise the affiliate?  Task Force members want to provide the correct training and direction to instructors.  After much discussion, it was agreed that Counsel will prepare a statement for task force members to use.   
7. State offices will close 5 days in November:  Gubernatorial Election Day November 2, Veterans Day November 11, November 24 for Service Reduction Day, and November 25-26.  
8. There is no need to re-schedule business meeting dates in 2011.  The third Wednesday of every month does not conflict with ARELLO, NAR, or MAR conferences.   Hearing schedules remain for panels every other month.  Commissioners were asked to set aside these dates on their 2011 calendars.

9. Hagerstown Community College now has approval to offer 60 hours of Principles and Practices for Salespersons by internet delivery.  
COMMENTS FROM COUNSEL:    Elizabeth Trimble


Counsel reported at the September meeting on two inquiries about offering prizes to unlicensed/licensed persons.   To follow up, Counsel will e-mail Commissioners the details of each inquiry and her responses for discussion at the November meeting.  
COMMENTS FROM CHAIR:  Anne S. Cooke

The draft of the full Sunset evaluation has been received.  The draft report allows MD REC to review the legislative comments and respond.  Some of the recommended changes have already been implemented or have been long requested by the Executive Director.  The draft recommends continuation of the laws, regulations, and Commission.
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS:


In response to the proposed continuing education regulations published in the August 27, 2010 Maryland Register, three education providers submitted comments timely, and 216 individuals e-mailed comments timely.   After reviewing comments from the three and a tabulation of the 216 comments, Commissioners decided to 
· Add language to COMAR 09.11.06.02  (Education Committee) to allow the course provider to continue to offer courses while procedures are followed to reach a final decision by the Commission;
· Clarify responsibilities of course providers in 09.11.06.03 (Course Providers) when advertising;
· Clarify language in COMAR 09.11.06.06 (Advertising) on course availability and on naming another entity in an advertisement;
· Add an option for sign-out at end of course in 09.11.06.08 (Conduct of Courses); and
· Allow consideration of out-of-state credit hours for multi-state licensees under 09.11.06.09 (Licensee Credit Hours)

These changes are substantive, so the proposed regulations must be re-published.

NEW BUSINESS:


The agenda item about agency disclosure (John Sullivan’s packet of October 4, 2010), copy  of which was provided today to all Commissioners, will be moved to the November agenda as time does not permit full discussion today. 
ADJOURNMENT:


There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 12:25 p.m. on  Motion by Nancy R. Simpers, seconded by Robin L. Pirtle, agreed by all.   The next monthly business meeting is Wednesday, November 17, 2010.

APPROVED AS PRESENTED ____________________________________________________







Anne S. Cooke, Chairperson
APPROVED AS AMENDED ______________________________________________________







Anne S. Cooke, Chairperson
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