MARYLAND REAL ESTATE COMMISSION

500 North Calvert Street

Baltimore, MD 21202

Mission: Protecting the health, safety, and welfare of the public 

through examination, licensing, and regulatory activities regarding real estate

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

JANUARY 18, 2012, 10:30 a.m.

Highlights from the meeting:

255 sales and 28 broker exams in December
Legislative update

Current license count 40,086

December GF balance $1,983,812.08

December GF payouts $103,166.91

FAQs on open houses to be posted

Recommend only licensed home inspectors, etc.

PRESENT:


Commissioner J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chair (Industry)


Commissioner Anne S. Cooke, Vice Chair (Industry)


Commissioner Marla S. Johnson (Industry)


Commissioner Robin L. Pirtle (Consumer)
Commissioner Nancy R. Simpers (Industry)

Commissioner Jeff Thaler (Consumer)


Commissioner Georgiana S. Tyler (Industry)


Harry Loleas, Deputy Commissioner, O & P


Elizabeth Trimble, AAG, Counsel


Katherine F. Connelly, Executive Director


J. Steven Long, Assistant Executive Director


Janet Morgan, Outreach Coordinator


Patricia Hannon, Education Administrator, Session Recorder 

ABSENT:

Commissioner Juan Munoz (Consumer)

Commissioner Colette P. Youngblood (Consumer)

PUBLIC IN ATTENDANCE:


Mark Feinroth, MAR


Bob Johnston, AACAR


Don White, PG Comm Coll


CALL TO ORDER:


J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:35 a.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:


Motion (made by Nancy R. Simpers, seconded by Marla S. Johnson) To approve the minutes of the December 21, 2011 business meeting.  Unanimous approval.

REPORT OF COMPLAINTS/ADMINISTRATIVE DISMISSALS:


Motion (made by Nancy R. Simpers, seconded by Anne S. Cooke) To approve the Administrative Dismissals for the month of January 2012.  Motion carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

1. Education – Georgiana S. Tyler, Education Chair, read the education report.  For the month of December 2011, PSI administered 255 salesperson and 28 broker exams, compared to 389 sales and 31 broker exams in December 2010.
2. Legislative – Marla S. Johnson, Legislative Chair 
· SB 83  “Real Estate Brokers-Contract Provisions-Payment of Legal Fees” establishes  a new contract provision. The bill has been assigned to Education, Health and Environment Affairs.  No action needed by the Commissioners at this time.
· The Department bill to allow the collection of continuing education attendance by electronic reporting will be available next month; it has been assigned to committee as SB 145.

· The Sunset Review will continue in the 2012 Session as SB 134; copy available next month.
· Secretary Sanchez’s legislative policy for the Department’s boards and commissions was distributed to Real Estate Commissioners attending today and mailed to those absent.

· Property managers will be invited to serve on the Task Force on Licensing of Property Managers; Commissioner Johnson is gathering names.
COMMENTS FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:  Katherine F. Connelly
1. The mid-year ARELLO conference will be held in Austin, Texas from April 11-14, 2012.  Property management is a main topic as many states have problems with property managers. 
2. Ms. Connelly and Commissioner Cooke attended the ARELLO 2012 Leadership Symposium this month in Fort Myers, Florida.    Bill Wald is the new CEO and spoke on his goals for ARELLO and issues remaining from the past.

3. Current license count totals 40,086, of which 4,650 are brokers, 3,051 are associate brokers,  31,652 are salespersons, 536 branch offices, 6 time share developers, 62 reciprocal brokers, 16 reciprocal associate brokers, and 113 reciprocal salespersons.  Of the total count, 3,622 licensees are inactive.

4. The Guaranty Fund balance as of December 31, 2011 was $1,983,812.08.  Payouts for the month of December amounted to $103,166.91, the majority of which were claims from the Frederick property management case.
5. Commissioners received the invitation from the Maryland Association of Realtors to attend their Legislative Day on January 25, 2012 in Annapolis.  Commissioners planning to attend should RSVP to MAR.

6. MREC’s next edition of the newsletter will be ready at the end of January or early February.  Two articles planned are on broker printing of licenses and hired agents from other brokerages substituting at an open house.

7. A farewell note from O&P Commissioner Stanley Botts was in each Commissioner’s folder.  His last day was January 10.

8. The Maryland Court of Appeals has declined to hear the Laroche petition to appeal the 2006 decision.  The file is now closed.
9. To clarify discussion at last month’s meeting on updating legislative topic (a) courses, when discussing  2009 to current federal, state, local laws/regulations, court decisions, Commission position, an  instructor may need to highlight the former history of the law to explain the licensee’s responsibilities under the new change.    If no changes have occurred since 2009, then the course would not support the required topic (a) but could be submitted for elective credit.  This clarification will be sent to education providers. 
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COMMENTS FROM COUNSEL:    Elizabeth Trimble

1. Following up on last month’s draft of FAQs for open houses, Ms. Trimble did not receive emails from Commissioners and asked if there were questions or comments today.  Commissioners advised no changes were needed.  Counsel’s FAQs will be posted on the homepage and included in the newsletter. 
2. Counsel asked for a newsletter article on home inspectors.  Any and all individuals recommended by a real estate licensee to the public for home inspection/home services must be licensed by the Maryland Home Improvement Commission.  It is the responsibility of the licensee, not the client, to verify current license status before recommending.  This same rule applies for other licensed professions such as plumbers, electricians, etc.
COMMENTS FROM CHAIR:  J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia
1. The Governor’s Task Force on Foreclosures completed its report within the last two weeks.  A copy will be distributed when available. One of the recommendations concerns Real Estate Commission working with the Commissioner of Financial Regulation to modify PHIFA’s safe harbor provision for licensees assisting clients with a short sale.  Regulations may be possible rather than legislation.  Counsel will contact Deputy Commissioner Norton and give a report next month.
2. The question of granting continuing education credit to licensees who complete the Certified Distressed Property Expert course will await the outcome of these other issues.
NEW BUSINESS:

Instructor Don White:  Are the FAQs on open houses which will be published soon an acceptable topic of discussion for Legislative category (a)?  The Chairman responded Yes. 
ADJOURNMENT:


There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:25 a.m.   The next monthly business meeting is Wednesday, February 15, 2012.
APPROVED AS PRESENTED ____________________________________________________







J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chairperson
APPROVED AS AMENDED ______________________________________________________







J. Nicholas D’Ambrosia, Chairperson
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