 MINUTES

BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS

Date:


May 8, 2008
Place:


3rd Floor Conference Room

500 North Calvert Street  

Baltimore, Maryland 21202

Present:

Eugene C. Harvey, P.E., Chairman
H. C. Harclerode, P.E., Vice Chairman

Steven A. Arndt, P.E.

Pastor Farinas, P.E.
Rosalind L. Yee

Others Present:
Daniel Parr, Executive Director



Milena Trust, Counsel to the Board



Stanley J. Botts, Commissioner




Harry Loleas, Deputy Commissioner



Karen Wright, Examination Coordinator
Dorothy Matricciani, Administrative Secretary

Robert Mead, Executive Director, MSPE 





Absent:

Sallye E. Perrin, P.E., Secretary

Sandra J. Murphy

CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Harvey called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.
ACTION ON MINUTES
The minutes of the April 10, 2008 meeting were approved as submitted.
APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR RECIPROCITY


Motion (I) was made by Mr. Farinas, seconded by Ms. Yee, and unanimously carried to approve 26 applications for reciprocity as follows: 

Gregory A. Anderson

35641

Huamin Liu


35041


Timothy S. Benner

35642

David Lu


35580


William J. Bradshaw

35621

Terrence R. Lulay

35604


Robert E. Brown

35623

Marcus A. Marasco

35648


Christopher J. Conwell
35663

Michael B. Mattlin

35482


Edwin M. Cook

35598

Gopalakrishnan T. Menon
35649


Timothy A. Cooper

35643

Tony R. Miller

35650
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APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR RECIPROCITY (Cont’d.)

Michael L. Crisler

35110

Alexander H. Noble

35594

John Z. Ding


35644

Abdul A. Paracha

35651
Veronica E. Foster

35645

Joseph A. Reed

35652

Robert G. Helms

35619

Craig S. Savage

35653

Diana E. Hugue

35646

Guillermo Sibucao

35664

Daniel J. Koelliker

35647

Francis L. Tavani

35552

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Motion (II) was made by Mr. Arndt, seconded by Ms. Yee, and unanimously carried to go into Executive Session at 9:15 a.m., at 500 North Calvert Street, 3rd Floor Conference Room, 
Baltimore, Maryland, 21202.  This session was permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Article, Title 10-508(a)(7).  Upon completion of the session, the Board reconvened its public meeting at 10:10 a.m.
COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT


Mr. Harclerode reported on the status of complaints and license reinstatement issues discussed by the Complaint Committee at its meeting on May 5, 2008.

05-PE-17:   Documents being reviewed by expert witness.
07-PE-07:   Documents being reviewed by expert witness.
            07-PE-16:   Waiting for report from investigator.
07-PE-19:   Waiting for report from investigator.
07-PE-22:   Send warning letter to respondent.
08-PE-04:   Expert witness will review case.

08-PE-05:   Expert witness will review case.
08-PE-06    Investigator unsuccessful in contacting respondent.  Plans requested from       
                    county.
08-PE-07:   Criminal charges filed; court date set for July 2.
08-PE-09:   Case on hold pending investigator contacting 2nd party.
08-PE-14:   Awaiting results of Court action.  
 
08-PE-20:   Awaiting reply to Consent Order and fine.

08-PE-21:   Case sent to investigator for follow-up.

08-PE-22:   Request additional information from respondent.

08-PE-23:   Consent Order signed and fine paid.  Waiting for additional information from                                 respondent before closing case.

08-PE-24:    Awaiting response to 10-day letter sent on April 30.

08-PE-25:    Awaiting response to 10-day letter sent on April 30.
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The Complaint Committee reviewed six applications for reinstatement of license.  In each case the applicants did not sign and seal documents in the State of Maryland during the time their licenses were lapsed.  The Committee recommends reinstatement with a warning letter for five of the applicants and requesting additional information from the sixth applicant.

The Complaint Committee reviewed information submitted by an applicant who had answered affirmatively to a conduct question on his application for license renewal.  Based on the information provided by the applicant, the Complaint Committee recommended that the applicant’s license be denied for renewal at this time, but considered for renewal at a future date.  

The Complaint Committee also reviewed a complaint and decided that it was not in the Board’s jurisdiction.  The complaint was referred to the Virginia Board.     
  
Motion (III) was made by Mr. Farinas, seconded by Mr. Arndt, and unanimously carried to accept the recommendations of the Complaint Committee.

OLD BUSINESS

· Mr. Parr said that the Fundamentals of Engineering Examination that was cancelled on April 12, has been rescheduled and will be held on May 17, at the Timonium State Fair Grounds.  He said that no adverse comments have been received from applicants regarding the date of the exam.  Applicants who do not wish to sit for this exam may reapply for the October 25th exam and their exam fees for the April exam will be refunded.  

· Mr. Parr reported that the Request for Proposals (RFP) for an examination contractor is “on the street.”   It closes on May 30.  Mr. Parr said that the process for awarding a contract could possibly take six months, but that he is trying to shorten this process so that a contract may be in place before the October exams.  A committee comprised of Mr. Parr, Ms. Edwards and persons from Procurement will review the bids and bring their decision to the Board.

· Mr. Parr said that interviews for the investigator’s position were conducted and a selection was made.  The candidate who is a retired State Trooper will be contacted by Mr. Parr today.

· Mr. Harvey suggested that the Christie Society certificates be given out at the MSPE function on September 19th.  Mr. Parr said that the Board staff will research the licensing records to find out who is qualified for a certificate.
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· Regarding the request from the University of Maryland to hold the Fundamentals of Engineering Examination (FE) at the Petroleum Institute in Abu Dhabi, Mr. Arndt said that the Board could either directly sponsor the exams, or have the National Council of Examiners for Engineering and Surveying (NCEES) administer the exams and then accept the results.  He further said that he had contacted the American Board for Engineering and Technology (ABET) and was advised that ABET is beginning the process of evaluating the engineering programs at the Petroleum Institute in Abu Dhabi and expects to have an initial visit later this summer.   It could take anywhere from two to five years for the granting of accreditation.  

After discussion, the Board decided that it is not in favor of administering the exam, but if NCEES would administer the exam, the Board would be willing to approve the application, accept the exam results and issue certificates to passers.  Mr. Arndt will develop some generic criteria to establish standards to evaluate the programs.  

The Board reviewed a letter from Jerry Carter, Executive Director, NCEES, regarding NCEES’ exam administration policies that permit NCEES examinations to be offered at foreign locations.   Mr. Carter states that he would be open to talking with officials from the Petroleum Institute of Abu Dhabi regarding the administration of the exam if certain conditions can be met ensuring exam security. 
· Messrs. Arndt, Farinas, and Harclerode will attend the NCEES Annual Meeting in Mineapolis, on August 13-16.  The funded delegate will be Mr. Arndt.  Mr. Parr will notify NCEES.
CORRESPONDENCE

· The Board reviewed a letter from Frank Daskievige, P.E., inquiring about the possibility of removing the license expiration date from the Professional Certification statement and including it in the seal instead.  After discussion, the Board found that this would not be practical or feasible because it would require the engineer to have a new seal made every two years.

· The Board reviewed a memorandum from Jerry Carter, Executive Director, NCEES, providing information and an application form regarding the funded delegate for the 2008 NCEES Annual Meeting.   
· The Board reviewed a letter from Steve Mavronis, Harford County Government, Department of Public Works, concerning the acceptability of the use of the title “Computer System Engineer.”  After discussion, the Board decided to advise Mr. Mavronis that the use of the title “engineer” is prohibited under Section 14-502 of the 
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Engineer’s Law unless an individual is licensed to practice engineering.  However, the            Board can not regulate job titles issued for employment or other internal purposes.

· The Board reviewed a letter from Perry Schweiss, President, American Society of Highway Engineers, (ASHE), expressing concerns about the new Model Law adopted by NCEES which requires 30 additional credits of acceptable course work in addition to a Bachelor’s degree to apply for licensure examination.  After discussion, the Board decided that Mr. Schweiss’ letter  should be brought to the attention of the applicable NCEES committee.  Mr. Harclerode said that he would discuss the letter with NCEES President, Jerry Carter. 

NEW BUSINESS

· Mr. Harclerode said that he presented a talk at the University of Maryland campus on April 29th concerning the Fundamentals of Engineering and Principles and Practice of Engineering exams and licensure in the State of Maryland which was well-received by over 100 in attendance.
· Mr. Mead said that regarding continuing education requirements, the State of Virginia closed its comments period last week after having received over 600 comments and has proposed the regulation which will require 16 credits every two years.   The State of Pennsylvania has proposed the regulation, but not formally.  It would be required in the Year 2011 and appears to be very stringent.  Mr. Mead said that the MSPE is not ready to move forward on the issue of continuing education at this time.  

APPLICATIONS APPROVED ADMINISTRATIVELY FOR RECIPROCITY

The following applications, supported by NCEES Model Law Engineer files, were 

administratively approved for licensure by the Assistant Executive Director of the Board.

Viral N. Amin


35426

Jay W. Kell


35658


Mark E. Awmiller

35656

Derek A. Kohl


35609


Todd B. Bahney

35659

Bradley W. Lightfoot

35655


Mark J. Bonifas

35595

Joseph A. Martinenza

35608


Brian E. Busiek

35612

Michael J. Naughter

35607


Scott R. Campagna

35625

Bradley S. Pekas

35576


Herbert F. Clough

35611

Steven C. Perrot

35613


Scott A. Comrie

35582

James C. Pugh


35615


Mark D. Cooke

35657

Johnny L. Rhodes

35654


Eric A. Dann


35622

Brian M. Schuler

35629


Andrew M. Defonzo

35574

Craig M. Schwitter

35660
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APPLICATIONS APPROVED ADMINISTRATIVELY FOR RECIPROCITY (Cont’d.)


Mark L. Drotar

35597

Case H. Smeenk

35109

Paul J. Fettinger

35092

Terry A. Suehr


35618

Kenneth A. Fuller

35626

Petros E. Tsoukalas

35661


Peter D. Gage


35596

Matthew P. Warnke

35544


Jason E. Harper

35614

Shane M. Warren

35602


William E. Junda

35610

APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF ENGINEERING EXAMINATION, OCTOBER 24, 2008


The following applications were approved for the Principles and Practice of Engineering Examination to be held October 24, 2008.


Ossama S. Ali Ahmed



Julius M. Layne


Stephen Daubresse



Rafeek G. Nashed Khalil


Ryan T. George



Anthony R. Page


Salim M. Hossain



Troy D. Smith

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion (IV) was made by Mr. Harclerode, seconded by Mr. Farinas, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 11:04 a.m.
__________ With Corrections                                   
____X____ Without Corrections
Signed by:  Eugene C. Harvey, P.E. 

                   Chairman
