 MINUTES

BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS

Date:


March 13, 2008
Place:


3rd Floor Conference Room

500 North Calvert Street  

Baltimore, Maryland 21202

Present:

Eugene C. Harvey, P.E., Chairman
H. C. Harclerode, P.E., Vice Chairman

Sallye E. Perrin, P.E., Secretary

Steven A. Arndt, P.E.

Pastor Farinas, P.E.
Sandra J. Murphy

Others Present:
Daniel Parr, Executive Director



Pamela J. Edwards, Assistant Executive Director




Milena Trust, Counsel to the Board 

Dorothy Matricciani, Administrative Secretary




Robert Mead, Executive Director, MSPE 








Dr. Sami Ainane
Absent:

Rosalind L. Yee
CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Harvey called the meeting to order at 9:50 a.m.
ACTION ON MINUTES
The minutes of the February 14, 2008 meeting were approved as submitted.
APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR RECIPROCITY


Motion (I) was made by Mr. Farinas, seconded by Mr. Arndt, and unanimously carried to approve 52 applications for reciprocity as follows: 

Glorian Rivera-Alvarez
35526

Douglas E. Law

35480


Francis G. Amrhein

35471

Alex H.W. Lee

35491

George V. Aristorenas
35529

Wenying Li


35524


Uzair A. Asadullah

35527

Christopher Locklear

35113


Donald A. Barnes

35494

Jorge Londono

35474


Philip E. Beatty

35421

George W. Lumsden, Jr.
35523


John M. Branyan

35530

Stephen A. Marcino

35521


Joshua M. Carney

35085

Kristine E. McCool

35522
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APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR RECIPROCITY (Cont’d.)


George W. Cowan

35528

Darin K. Miller

     35520

Benjamin S. Craddock
35423

Kenneth W. Montgomery
     35485


Carlito M. Dayag

35490

Bradley D. Nelson

     35517


Nader Dehesh


35411

Ramon O. Olivares-Maldonado   35484


Robert S. Drew

35470

William Pan


     35410


James B. Echard

35365

Serge Parent


     35469


Russell R. Evans

35472

Richard J. Parler

     35512


Daniel B. Fisher, Jr.

35511

Terence D. Parrish

     35408


Osborne R. George

35519

Scott K. Peck


     35531


Isabel Gervais-Tremblay
35518

Michael O. Russell

     35533


Bradley P. Herb

34957

Hira D. Shrestha

     35488


Gregory P. Hoffmann

35532

John E. Simonds

     35534


Michael A. Jacobs

35525

Bradford B. Smith

     35107


Galen M. Jamison

35538

Michael P. Spychala

     35535

Gilbert E. Johansen

35495

Noel J. Susskind

     35487

Paul E. Kirby, Jr.

35422

Shannon M. Ternes

     35536

Kenneth A. Kosteva

35539

Brandon D. Thompson
     35537

Tom A. Lavelle

35496

John C. Ulrich

  
     35070

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Motion (II) was made by Ms. Perrin, seconded by Mr. Farinas, and unanimously carried to go into Executive Session at 10:00 a.m., at 500 North Calvert Street, 3rd Floor Conference 

Room, Baltimore, Maryland, 21202.  This session was permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Article, Title 10-508(a)(7).  Upon completion of the session, the Board reconvened its public meeting at 10:22 a.m. 

COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT


Mr. Harclerode reported on the status of complaints and license reinstatement issues discussed by the Complaint Committee at its meeting on March 13, 2008.

05-PE-01:   Respondent did not appeal Board’s decision; close case.
                   & 02
05-PE-17:   Documents being reviewed by expert witness.
07-PE-07:   Documents being reviewed by expert witness.
            07-PE-16:   Request additional information.
07-PE-19:   Request additional information.
07-PE-22:   Waiting for reply to Consent Order.
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08-PE-03:   Settlement occurred; close case.
08-PE-04:   Expert witness will review case.

08-PE-05:   Documents to be reviewed by expert witness.
08-PE-06    Investigator unsuccessful in contacting respondent.  Board considering

       further action.

08-PE-07:   Send to investigator to file charges with States Attorney.
08-PE-09:   Case on hold pending action to be taken by investigator.
08-PE-14:   Awaiting results of Court action.  
 
08-PE-20:   Awaiting reply to Consent Order and fine.

08-PE-21:   Under review by Complaint Committee


08-PE-22:   Send 10-day Response Letter.


08-PE-23:   Offer Consent Order and fine.
 
  


The Complaint Committee reviewed four applications for reinstatement of license.  In each case the applicants did not sign and seal documents in the State of Maryland during the time their licenses were lapsed.  The Committee recommends reinstatement with a warning letter for all four applicants.    

The Complaint Committee reviewed an application for renewal of license in which the applicant answered affirmatively to a conduct question because he had completed, but not been certified for, continuing education hours in a another state until after application for license renewal had been applied for.  The applicant advised the Board that the issue was resolved.  The Board approved the renewal of the applicant’s license in Maryland.    

The Complaint Committee reviewed an application for renewal of license in which the applicant answered affirmatively to all conduct questions.  Ms. Edwards will send the applicant a letter to obtain further information.

Motion (III) was made by Mr. Farinas, seconded by Mr. Arndt, and unanimously carried to accept the recommendations of the Complaint Committee.

NEW BUSINESS


Motion (IV) was made by Mr. Farinas, seconded by Ms. Murphy, and unanimously carried to nominate Mr. Harclerode for a Distinguished Service Award from the NCEES Northeast Zone.  


Mr. Parr will contact the award committee to obtain further information on submitting the nomination.
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OLD BUSINESS

· Ms. Trust reported on the status of the following bills:  Special Fund Bill passed the House with a 5-year amendment and is scheduled for a Hearing in the Senate on Wednesday, March 19; Mechanic’s Lien Bill-Land Surveying and Engineering, authorizing a surveyor or engineer to establish a mechanic’s lien up to a specified amount for debts in connection with land surveying services or engineering services without regard to whether a building has been erected, repaired, rebuilt, or improved on the property, passed the House with amendments.  Ms. Trust said she has not seen the results of the vote on the Geology Bill, which would establish a new Board in the Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation.

· The Board reviewed and approved a draft submitted by Ms. Trust to establish a regulation that would require a licensee to respond to the Board in writing within 20 days of a receipt of a written communication directed to the licensee by the Board.  The failure to do so would be considered a violation of the Code of Ethics, or possibly, misconduct.

Motion (V) was made by Mr. Harclerode, seconded by Mr. Farinas, and unanimously carried, 

to propose new Regulation 09.23.03.11, Failure to Respond.  
· Mr. Parr reported that the Request for Proposal (RFP) for a testing contractor is still awaiting processing at the Department of Budget and Management.   The April 2008 exam will be given by the Board staff.  All appropriate parties in the Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation are aware of the situation.  
· Ms. Perrin said she attended the Maryland Society of Professional Engineers’ (MSPE) event on February 21 and presented certificates to newly licensed engineers who passed the October 2007 Principles and Practice of Engineering Examination.  Ms. Perrin said it was a very nice event that was attended by 30 or more people which included former and long-time Chairman of the P.E. Board, Mr. Melvin Hotz, and the Secretary of Transportation, Mr. John Porcari.  Ms. Perrin commented that she was impressed by a young engineer from France whose parents traveled to Maryland for the ceremony.  She further said she was proud of those who passed the exam and she thanked Mr. Mead for all his work in putting the event together.  Mr. Mead, in turn, thanked the Board staff, specifically Ms. Debbie Evans, for her help in getting the certificates ready for the event.  
· The Board discussed the possibility of holding a Christie Society event every two years instead of five, to honor engineers who have been licensed in Maryland for fifty or more years.  Mr. Harvey suggested that the Board hold a luncheon event instead of an evening event.  Ms. Edwards will check into possible funding and timing for this event.      
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· Mr. Parr said that he had inquired about the Financial Disclosure Statements and why they have not been received by the Board Members, and found that the forms can be printed from the Internet.  Several Board Members expressed difficulty getting on to the website to download the forms.  Mr. Harvey asked Mr. Parr to download the forms and bring them to the next Board meeting.  
Visit from Sami Ainane, Ph.D., Director of Student Affairs, University of Maryland


Dr. Ainane spoke to the Board regarding the possibility of holding the Fundamentals of Engineering examination (FE) at The Petroleum Institute in Abu Dhabi.  He said that The Petroleum Institute contacted the University of Maryland to enlist its help in bringing the FE exam to its students.  The Institute is preparing for an ABET review and hopes to receive accreditation.  The National Council of Examiners for Engineering and Surveying has no objection to holding the exam in Abu Dhabi if it is sponsored by a State.  


After discussion, the Board decided that it would be in favor of holding the FE exam in Abu Dhabi if the security of the exam could be assured and if the Petroleum Institute received accreditation by ABET.  Mr. Arndt said that the Board should be proactive in looking at the security and ABET accreditation issues and that one of the Board Members should be in attendance during the ABET visit.


Motion (VI) was made by Ms. Perrin, seconded by Mr. Harclerode, and unanimously carried that the Board would agree to sponsor the Fundamentals of Engineering Examination to be given at The Petroleum Institute in Abu Dhabi if the issues of exam security and accreditation of the Institute can be satisfied.  


Mr. Harclerode suggested that Mr. Parr contact the Oregon State Board, which sanctioned a program to hold the FE exam in Japan, to obtain information on how the program works.

CORRESPONDENCE

· The Board reviewed a letter of appeal from a candidate who was denied for the April 2008 Principles and Practice of Engineering Examination and decided to uphold its decision to deny the applicant based on an insufficient amount of engineering work experience.
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APPLICATIONS APPROVED ADMINISTRATIVELY FOR RECIPROCITY

The following applications, supported by NCEES Model Law Engineer files, were 

administratively approved for licensure by the Assistant Executive Director of the Board.

David R. Bibbs

35541

Justin J. Maier


35479


Robert H. Bullen

35481

Timothy J. McGrath

35501


Ryan E. Caya


35510

Ronald E. Miller

35486


Clay T. Cline


35500

John C. Morris

35493


Lori L. Cox


35497

Steven Napolitano

35515


Shane M. Gosney

35475

Steven R. Peake

35476


Paul W. Hayman

35503

Frank J. Raley


35542


Roland E. Holland

35368

Thomas M. Ritchie

35540


Anoosheh Jannesari

35473

Joseph E. Schedlbauer
35498


Wallace N. Jensen

35427

Todd F. Schellhase

35502


Jim J. Kapuranis

35376

Christopher G. Seaman
35543


Andrew D. Keister

35492

Kevin C. Skibiski

35507


David W. Leone

35489

Christian A. Todd

35505


Victor A. Lyke

35477

John D. Westerheide, III
35514

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion (VII) was made by Mr. Arndt, seconded by Ms. Perrin, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 11:10 a.m.
__________ With Corrections     
_____X___ Without Corrections
Signed by:  Eugene C. Harvey, P.E.
                   Chairman

