MINUTES

BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS - CPC COMMITTEE

Date:



February 7, 2017

Place:



3rd Floor Conference Room                                





500 North Calvert Street  





Baltimore, Maryland 21202
The meeting was called to order at 4:00 pm at the Board office.  The following individuals were in attendance:
1) David Mongan, PE Board member

2) Stuart Robinson, ACEC/MD

3) Mike Witkowski, ASHRAE

4) Joseph Scheffey, Independent Expert

5) Stephen Crum, self

6) David Thaler, NSPE

7) David Fadeley, INCOSE, Chesapeake Chapter

8) Ed Hubner, EBL

9) Steven Long, Executive Director, Maryland PE Board

Mr. Mongan gave a brief overview of the Committee’s purpose and what he hopes to accomplish by following the agenda.

· a. What should be the required number of hours?

· b.  Do we need to have separate A and B courses?

· c.  Do we need an ethics requirement?

· d.  What is the correct level of audit?

· e.  Do we need carryover?

· f.  Could we approve those out of state individuals who have satisfied their home state requirements.

· g. Would it be better to use the NCEES model law requirement instead of the home state requirement? How will this affect our relationship with other states?

· h. Should the Board be reviewing the list of acceptable courses/activities, or providers?

· i. Joe Scheffey’s material

After a lengthy discussion, the committee decided that we first had to determine “What is the problem and how do we correct it?” Some members made the argument that there has never been a correlation between completing Continued Professional Competency education and any technical failures in the field of engineering. Others made the argument that most competent Professional Engineers engage in life long education and for those who do not, the market place will eliminate those who do not.
After much back and forth, the problem was identified as being, “There is a statutory requirement for the completion of CPC” and  the solution is to identify the least burdensome process to meet the statutory requirement.

Mr. Thaler made the argument that he feels the committee should adopt standards to allow for  simplified reciprocity for those PE’s who have multiple licenses in various other jurisdictions

The committee proposed reducing the number of the currently required CPC hours from 24 per two year renewal cycle to 16 hours. It was also suggested to eliminate Category A and Category B. These tend to create confusion when licensees renew their license. Mr. Mongan proposed that within the 16 hours required for the renewal, that one hour should be Ethics and one hour should law and regulation and the remaining 14 hours be any class that will maintain, improve, or expand the skills and knowledge relevant to the licensee’s field of practice.
There was much discussion about requiring Ethics. Several members argued that one cannot be taught to be ethical. Mr. Mongan suggested that everyone think this over and we will discuss it at the next meeting.
The issue of reciprocity was also addressed at length. The final suggestion was made that a question be added to the renewal application that would read:

“If your home State of licensure is not Maryland, have you met the CPC requirements of your home State?” If so, then you meet the CPC requirements for Maryland. This was found to be acceptable by the committee and would be a way to encourage licensure in multiple jurisdictions.
Mr. Mongan adjourned the meeting promptly at 6 pm.
MINUTES

BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS - CPC Committee
Date:



February 21, 2017

Place:



3rd Floor Conference Room                                






500 North Calvert Street  






Baltimore, Maryland 21202

Present:


David G. Mongan, P.E., State Board for Professional Engineers, Chairman

Stuart Robinson, P.E., ACEC MD






Mike Witkowski, P.E., ASHRE Region 3

                     
  
Ed Belsinger, P.E., ASME Baltimore 






David Thaler, P.E., MSPE





Stephen Crum, P.E.





Edward Hubner, MSPE.






Joe Scheffey, P.E. (by telephone)

Others Present:
James Baseman, Assistant Executive Director

Absent:   


Anthony Militello, P.E.

David Fadeley, P.E., INCOSE











Steve Long, Executive Director

______________________________________________________________
David Mongan called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.

The Committee discussed the Board’s auditing procedures and expressed concern that the actual failure rate of CPC audits may be around 20%. It was suggested that the Board present a webinar to licensees to educate them on CPC requirements.

There was a general consensus that the current audit rate of 5% is acceptable.

It was suggested that if the existing ethics requirement remains in place, the Board should present a webinar on professional engineering ethics or provide a certification of ethics on-line as part of the renewal process. The licensee would be required to certify that they read and understand the Board’s ethics requirements/regulations in order to proceed with renewal.

The Committee discussed elimination of the Carry Forward provision in the current regulation. There was mixed feelings about eliminating CF but it was agreed that if the requirement is reduced to 16 hours, CF would not be needed. It was also suggested that the requirement to maintain CPC records for 4 years be eliminated.

The Committee recommended against Board review of courses and agreed that providers should be required to provide updated information including presenters’ qualifications and course subject matter.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:45 p.m.



MARYLAND BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS

CPC COMMITTEE FINAL REPORT

The CPC committee met on two occasions to discuss the current CPC regulations. The committee was comprised of Professional Engineers who practice in multitude of disciplines.

After a thorough discussion of the current regulations and possible improvements the committee agreed to propose the following to the Board for Professional Engineers:

Recommendation 1:

Reduce to number of required hours from 24 to 16 and 




reduce carry forward hours to 8 from 12
Recommendation 2:

Eliminate category B

Recommendation 3.

Set the audit rate for renewals at 5%

Recommendation 4.

Require 1 hour of Ethics in Engineering 

Recommendation 5.

Only approve education providers, not individual courses

Recommendation 6.

Reciprocity – Add the following statement or one similar to 




the renewal application “If your home State of licensure is   




not Maryland, have you met the CPC requirements of your 




home 
State?” If so, then you meet the CPC requirements for 




Maryland. 
Recommendation 7.

Create a webinar/video explain the CPC requirements to 




licensees.
