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Date:    


January 8, 2020 
Place: 
 

Maryland Department of Labor
500 North Calvert Street 

2nd Floor Conference Room




Baltimore, Maryland 21202
Time:    


10:00 a.m.
Present:

John V. Mettee III, Chair, Professional Land Surveyor
Donald J. Ocker, Property Line Surveyor



Thomas M. Orisich, Professional Land Surveyor
T. J. Frazier, Professional Land Surveyor

Tammy L. Rollins, Consumer Member

Others Present:

Joseph Cullingford, Executive Director, Design Boards
Rory Wise Sr., Assistant Executive Director, Design Boards

Milena Trust, Board Counsel, Office of the Attorney General

Daniel Burke Jr. (MSS) President-Elect, Professional Land Surveyor



Carla Gourdine, Board Administrator, Land Surveyors and Landscape Architects  




Frazier West, Investigator, Design Boards




Tiffany R. Jones, Board Administrator
Absent:                           
CALL TO ORDER

John V. Mettee III called the meeting to order at 10:12 a.m. 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

Motion (I) was made by Donald Ocker, seconded by Thomas Orisich and unanimously carried by the Board to approve the minutes without corrections of the meeting held on December 4, 2019.
COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT

Donald Ocker reported on the status of complaints:

LS-19-03 – Closing
John Mettee reported that Thomas Orisich will become the new Complaint Committee Chair and will work Donald Ocker as he transitions out of his role. However, Mr. Ocker has agreed to be call upon for advice and/or services, if needed.
Motion (II) was made by T.J Frazier, seconded by Tammy Rollins and unanimously carried to accept the recommendations of the Complaint Committee report.

CORRESPONDENCE
No correspondence.
NEW BUSINESS 
Melina Trust reported that so far during the legislative period for 2020 there was nothing affecting Land Surveyors as of yet. Ms. Trust reminded the Board that the law changed for the Sunset Review and Land Surveyors are not up for a Sunset Review anytime soon. Joseph Cullingford shared with the Board the licensing trends from 2009 -2019. Donald Ocker inquired about the years of 2017 – 2019 as there was a slight decrease in Land Surveyors. John Mettee requested if the licensing trend can be broken down further by those who are practicing in state versus out of state. Mr. Cullingford stated he can provide that information for the next Board meeting. John Mettee also mentioned he will be attending the Colonial States meeting in a couple of weeks. Thomas Orisich reminded the Board he will be attending the EPS committee meeting at the end of January.
OLD BUSINESS 
Donald Ocker wanted to follow on the status of a Land Surveyor firm who was approved by the Board as managing agent for two firms until December 2019. Joseph Cullingford stated he would provide an update at the next Board meeting. 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

Joseph Cullingford reminded the Board about the new travel log to assist with keeping track of travel expenses. Mr. Cullingford will also follow up with those expenses from Board members that are pending from August 2019 onward with the exception of December 2019 due to the holidays. Mr. Cullingford also introduced Tiffany R. Jones, a new employee who will working with other Boards.  Mr. Cullingford informed the Board that he tested out the video conferencing and it appears to work well and if it is needed, please notify him beforehand. Thomas Orisich inquired about the Board training meeting that will be rescheduled to see if there is new date as yet. Mr. Cullingford stated that new date has not been given as of yet but will send an update to everyone once it has been confirmed. Tammy Rollins inquired about being able to attend the NCEES Zoning conference in April. Mr. Cullingford responded that he will follow up shortly in regards to those attending the conference.
BOARD COUNSEL REPORT
Melina Trust informed the Board that the proposed Educational Equivalency Requirements Regulations (COMAR 09.13.07) has been was posted on the website as of January 3rd and no comments have been made so far. Ms. Trust provided the Board with a copy of the proposed regulation. Ms. Trust also recommended that the Maryland Society of Surveyors (MSS) be made aware this proposed regulation. Ms. Trust also noted that the Regulation has 30 days to receive comments before it can move to final.
MARYLAND SOCIETY OF SURVEYORS
Daniel Burke Jr., President elect of the Maryland Society of Surveyors (MSS) reported the MSS recognition of Donald Ocker for his service on the Board. Additionally, Mr. Burke reported back to the Board the question regarding responses to the “Exam Prep Class Waiting list” on the MSS Website would be addressed at next MSS BOD meeting. Mr. Burke gave the Board a list of upcoming MSS Events/Classes:

BOD and General Membership Meeting on January 21st at Main St. Tower in Bel Air, with a presentation by Victoria Wilkins, Commissioner of Occupational and Professional Licensing at the MD Dept. of Labor;

Storm Drain Pipe Design Course, presented by Jim Whitehead at Anne Arundel Community College (AACC) every Saturday from January 25th to March 28th; and MSS Potomac Chapter Meeting on January 27th at The Greene Turtle in Burtonsville, with a roundtable discussion on the proposed revisions to the Practice Act, moderated by James Shaw. Pursuant to document provided by Board Counsel, regarding changes to Educational Equivalency Requirements (Reg. 09.13.07), MSS to notify members of said changes and review at the next MSS BOD meeting. Comments, if any, will be provided prior to the February 3rd Public Comment deadline.

EXECUTIVE SESSION – Motion (IV) was made by Donald Ocker, seconded by Tammy Rollins and was unanimously carried to go into Executive Session at 10:50 a.m. at 500 North Calvert Street, 2nd Floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland 21202. This session is permitted to be closed pursuant to General Provisions Article, Annotated Code of Maryland, §3-305(b)(7). Upon completion of the session, the Board reconvened its public meeting at 11:21 a.m.

Applications for Review

2 applications for examination was presented to the Board for review. 
6 audits presented for the Board to review.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to discuss, Motion (IV) was made by Donald Ocker, seconded by TJ Frazier and was unanimously carried by the Board, to adjourn the meeting at 11:22 a.m. 

Approved:    _______ without corrections 
_______ with corrections
John V. Mettee III. Board Chair
Date:
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