
BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES 

STATE BOARD OF STATIONARY ENGINEERS
 

DATE:                                   September 16, 2008

 

TIME:                                    10:00 a. m.

 

PLACE:


500 North Calvert Street

3rd Floor Conference Room

                                                Baltimore, Maryland 21202-3651

 

PRESENT:



George Maloney, Vice Chair  
                                                Gregory Restivo, Senior Board Member                       
                                                Harold Norris, Consumer Member





Kevin McLeod, Industry Member
ABSENT:                               Andrew Howard, Chairman 
Karl Kraft, Chief Boiler Inspector, Board Member



            Loretta Johnson, Consumer Member
                                                                                                                                      
OTHERS PRESENT:
Jack Lesho, Executive Director
                                                Sloane Fried Kinstler, Assistant Attorney General

Brenda Clark, Administrative Aide

 
                                    Donald Maloney, W. L. Gore & Associates

                                                                                                                                 

CALL TO ORDER:

Mr. Maloney, Vice Chairman, called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
 

Motion (I) was made by Mr. Norris and seconded by Mr. McLeod to approve the minutes of the August 19, 2008 Business Meeting without corrections.  This motion passed by a unanimous vote.    
COMPLAINTS:  The Complaint Committee had no complaints to be reviewed.
OLD BUSINESS:

(A) Discussion on future educational resources for stationary engineers.

Mr. Lesho updated the Board regarding his recent correspondence to Mr. James Lyons, Secretary for the Maryland Higher Education Commission, regarding any present or future consideration for approved courses with the Maryland Apprenticeship Council for Stationary Engineers.  Mr. Lesho informed the Board that the reply from Mr. Lyons stated that the Maryland Higher Education Commission does not have the authority to establish schools and colleges which can develop programs, but Mr. Lyons stated that he will share the Board’s concerns and correspondence with Mr. Troy Lawson, Executive Manager of the Maryland Association of Private Colleges and Career Schools.  Mr. Lesho informed the Board that he will also contact Mr. Lawson pertaining to this matter.
 (B) Discussion on Variance from Regulation 

At the July 2008 business meeting, the Board discussed a variance from its regulation for which a committee of industry members of the Board was formed to review and draft guidelines for consideration of “variance of regulation”.  In Mr. Kraft’s absence, the Board decided to table the discussion for the October 2008 business meeting.  
(C) Discussion on study guide material
The Board continued its discussion from the August 2008 business meeting regarding the low pass rate for certain grades of the license examination and the possibility of a recommendation to applicants referencing additional study guide materials as a supplemental list in addition to the study guide material listed in the PSI examination booklet.  Mr. Lesho informed the Board that within a few months, other occupational licensing boards will be requesting some changes to be made to their PSI application bulletin, suggesting that would then be a good time for the Stationary Engineers Board to make the request of adding a supplemental list of study guide material in the Stationary Engineer application bulletin distributed by PSI.
NEW BUSINESS:

(A) Statistical Summary Report 
 
The Board reviewed the August 2008 monthly statistical summary report from PSI, Inc., the testing vendor on the examination updates of total examinations taken: passers, failures and repeat examinations.  
(B) Additional Statistical Information from PSI, the testing vendor

Mr. Norris expressed his opinion and concerns to the Board for the need to obtain more statistical information from PSI, the testing vendor, to possibly determine a specific cause for the low pass rate for certain license categories.  Mr. Norris discussed with the Board different scenarios that could be contributing to the problem; such as the possibility of the wrong test questions given on the examination, not enough educational resources available to candidates, insufficient time to complete the examination, or inadequate study preparation.  Mr. Norris stated that obtaining more statistical information from PSI could enable the Board to identify and eliminate some problem(s).  Mr. Norris asked Mr. Lesho if he could request from PSI statistical data to determine whether unsuccessful candidates had failed due to incomplete tests, suggesting insufficient time within which to complete the examination questions.  Mr. Lesho informed Mr. Norris that PSI may not record or retain such information, but Mr. Lesho will consult with PSI regarding the matter and will inquire as to the accessibility of such information for future reference.   

(C) Reciprocation for Stationary Engineers 
Mr. Lesho discussed with the Board reciprocal licensing for Stationary Engineers with other states.  Mr. Lesho informed the Board that the State Board of Stationary Engineers has bases for reciprocation with any state, and the District of Columbia, that issues a license, as long as the jurisdiction has similar licensing requirements and qualifications and will recognize reciprocal licensing for Maryland licensees to a similar extent, in accordance with Bus. Prof. & Occ. Art., Ann. Code of Md., § 6.5-307.  Mr. Lesho requested that the Board examine the laws and license requirements of other states that issue equivalent licenses to determine what states have substantially equivalent licensing requirements and qualifications to Maryland.  Mr. McLeod suggested that the Board begin this task by investigating the requirements of the District of Columbia and New Jersey and asked Mr. Lesho if he would submit correspondence to both states requesting a license application and their requirements for licensure for comparison.   
NO CORRESPONDENCE: 

NO EXECUTIVE SESSION:

COUNSEL’S REPORT

No Counsel Report
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Mr. Maloney, Vice Chair, informed the Board that he is pleased to see the research of licensing requirements for other states begin for the purpose of considering reciprocal licensing.      
ADJOURNMENT:
 
Motion (II) was made by Mr. McLeod, seconded by Mr. Norris, and unanimously carried by the Board to adjourn the Stationary Engineer meeting at 11:20 p.m.         

 

_______________With corrections

 

_______________Without corrections

 

 

_______________________________________
_________________________

Andrew Howard, Chairman                                                   Date
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