MARYLAND STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSION

MINUTES  -  THURSDAY, MARCH 25, 2010
The Thursday, March 25, 2010 meeting of the Maryland State Athletic Commission was called to order at 2:14 p.m..  Present were:  Chairman David J. Norman; Commissioner Ben Alperstein; Commissioner Arnold “Arnie” Dansicker; Commissioner William R. “Bill” McCaffrey; Commissioner Lenny Moore; Patrick Pannella, Executive Director; and Bruce C. Spizler, Senior Assistant Attorney General. 

PASSING OF MICHAEL “MIKE” DIETRICH
Executive Director Pannella reported that professional boxer Michael “Mike” Dietrich unexpectedly passed away on March 2, 2010.  
Mr. Pannella noted that Mr. Dietrich, whose ring name was “The American Dream”, competed in 12 professional boxing bouts in the State of Maryland and maintained a record of 12 wins, one loss and no draws with six knockouts.  
Mr. Pannella described Mr. Dietrich as an affable young man who truly loved the sport of boxing.
The Commission expressed its deepest condolences to the family of Mr. Dietrich.
PASSING OF COMMISSIONER PHIL FEASTER
Executive Director Pannella reported that former Commission member Phillip “Phil” Feaster passed away on March 7, 2010.
Mr. Pannella described Commissioner Feaster as a highly respected community leader and avid boxing fan who was deeply committed to having a positive impact on boxers both inside, and outside, of the ring.

The Commission expressed its deepest condolences to the family of Commissioner Feaster.
BRADLEY VANCE
Executive Director Pannella reported that Bradley Vance, trading as Real Championship Wrestling (RCW), recently applied to the Commission to renew his license as a promoter of professional wrestling events in the State of Maryland.  

Mr. Pannella further reported that the Commission reviewed the license application and corresponding documentation submitted by Mr. Vance, and was satisfied that this applicant complies with the Commission’s licensing requirements. 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Dansicker, and seconded by Commissioner Moore, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the license of Bradley Vance as a promoter.
PRIZE FIGHT PROMOTIONS, LLC
Executive Director Pannella reported that Prize Fight Promotions, LLC recently applied to the Commission to renew its license as a promoter of professional boxing events in the State of Maryland.  Mr. Pannella further reported that the Commission reviewed the license application and corresponding documentation submitted by Prize Fight Promotions, LLC, and was satisfied that this applicant complies with the Commission’s licensing requirements. 

Chairman Norman stated that Prize Fight Promotions, LLC has helped to bring national attention to professional boxing in the State of Maryland by televising its events.
Upon a motion by Chairman Norman, and seconded by Commissioner McCaffrey, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the license of Prize Fight Promotions, LLC as a promoter.
JAMES “JIM” HARDWICK
Executive Director Pannella reported that James “Jim” Hardwick, trading as the Eastern Wrestling Alliance (EWA), recently applied to the Commission to renew his license as a promoter of professional wrestling events in the State of Maryland.  

Mr. Pannella further reported that the Commission reviewed the license application and corresponding documentation submitted by Mr. Hardwick, and was satisfied that this applicant complies with the Commission’s licensing requirements. 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Moore, and seconded by Commissioner McCaffrey, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the license of James “Jim” Hardwick as a promoter.
APPROVAL OF PROFESSIONAL BOXING EVENTS 

AND PRO-AM BOXING EVENTS

Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to the professional boxing and pro-am boxing events currently scheduled to be held in the State of Maryland.  
Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the following boxing events:

1.
Professional Boxing Event



Friday, April 16, 2010 - 9:00 p.m. 

Wicomico Youth and Civic Center - Salisbury, Maryland
Promoter:  Prize Fight Promotions, LLC; and 


2.
Professional Boxing Event


Saturday, May 8, 2010 - 5:00 p.m. 



Clarence “Du” Burns Arena  - Baltimore, Maryland
Promoter:  Murray “Jake” Smith, Jr. t/a Baltimore Pro Boxing; and
3.
Pro-Am Boxing Event



Thursday, June 17, 2010 - 8:00 p.m.



Clarence “Du” Burns Arena - Baltimore, Maryland
Promoter: John J. Rallo, III. t/a Bang Time Boxing.
APPROVAL OF PROFESSIONAL MMA EVENTS
Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to professional mixed martial arts (MMA) events currently scheduled to be held in the State of Maryland

Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, seconded by Commissioner Dansicker, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the following professional MMA events:

1.
Professional MMA Event



Friday, April 30, 2010 - 8:00 p.m. 

Pikesville Armory - Pikesville, Maryland
Promoter:  Murray “Jake” Smith t/a Cage Time; and 


2.
Professional MMA Event



Saturday, June 19, 2010 - 8:00 p.m. 



Ocean City Convention Center - Ocean City, Maryland
Promoter:  Murray “Jake” Smith, Jr. t/a Cage Time.
APPROVAL AND CANCELLATION OF 
PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING EVENTS
Executive Director Pannella reported that promoter Richard “Dick” Caricofe, trading as American Championship Wrestling (ACW), cancelled the professional wrestling event scheduled to be held on March 21, 2010 at the Elk’s Lodge in Edgewater, Maryland.

Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to the professional wrestling events currently scheduled to be held in the State of Maryland.  

Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, seconded by Commissioner Dansicker, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the following professional wrestling events:

1.
Professional Wrestling Event

Saturday, April 3, 2010 - 7:30 p.m.

The New Green Room - Dundalk, Maryland
Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, t/a Maryland Championship 

Wrestling (MCW); 
2.
Professional Wrestling Event

Sunday, April 18, 2010 - 2:00 p.m.

Elks Lodge - Edgewater, Maryland
Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, t/a American Championship 

Wrestling (ACW);
3.
Professional Wrestling Event

Saturday, June 12, 2010 - 7:30 p.m.

The Show Place Arena - Upper Marlboro, Maryland
Promoter:  Event Services, Inc. a Wholly-Owned Subsidiary of 
World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc. (WWE); 
4.
Professional Wrestling Event

Saturday, July 31, 2010 - 7:30 p.m.

The New Green Room - Dundalk, Maryland
Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, t/a Maryland Championship 

Wrestling (MCW); and
5.
Professional Wrestling Event

Saturday, October 30, 2010 - 7:30 p.m.

The New Green Room - Dundalk, Maryland
Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, t/a Maryland Championship 

Wrestling (MCW). 
PROPOSED BOUTS FOR MARCH 27, 2010
PROFESSIONAL MMA EVENT
Executive Director Pannella provided the Commission with an update in regard to the bouts submitted and proposed by the promoter and matchmaker for the March 27, 2010 professional boxing event, promoted by John J. Rallo, III trading as Shogun Fights, and scheduled to be held at the First Mariner Arena in Baltimore, Maryland.

REVIEW OF MARCH 20, 2010
PROFESSIONAL BOXING EVENT
Executive Director Pannella led a review of the March 20, 2010 professional boxing event which was promoted by Murray “Jake” Smith, Jr., trading as Baltimore Pro Boxing, and held at the Clarence “Du” Burns Arena in Baltimore, Maryland.  Mr. Pannella reported that the boxing event included five professional boxing bouts encompassing 34 scheduled rounds of professional boxing. 

NEXT COMMISSION MEETING
Executive Director Pannella announced that the next Commission meeting will be held on Thursday, April 29, 2010 at 2:00 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street in Baltimore.

ADJOURNMENT
Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, and seconded by Commissioner Dansicker, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to adjourn the meeting at 4:15 p.m..
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