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Checklist for Abrasive Wheel Equipment Grinders1
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	Standard

29 CFR 1910
	Description
	YES
	NO2

	
	From the Abrasive Wheel standard

	215(a)(2)
	Do side guards cover the spindle, nut and flange and 75% of the wheel diameter?
	
	

	215(a)(4)
	Is the work rest used and kept adjusted to within 1/8-inch (0.3175cm) of the wheel?
	
	

	215(b)(9)
	Is the adjustable tongue guard on the top side of the grinder used and kept to within 1/4-inch (0.6350cm) of the wheel?
	
	

	215(d)(1)
	Is the maximum RPM rating of each abrasive wheel compatible with the RPM rating of the grinder motor?
	
	

	215(d)(1)
	Before new abrasive wheels are mounted, are they visually inspected and ring tested?
	
	

	
	From other OSHA standards

	22(a)
	Is cleanliness maintained around grinders?
	
	

	94(b)(2)
	Are dust collectors and powered exhausts provided on grinders used in operations that produce large amounts of dust?
	
	

	133(a)(1)
	Are goggles or face shields always worn when grinding?
	
	

	212(b)
	Are bench and pedestal grinders permanently mounted?
	
	

	304(f)(4)
	Is each electrically operated grinder effectively grounded?
	
	

	305(g)(1)(iii)(A)
	Are fixed or permanently mounted grinders connected to their electrical supply system with metallic conduit or other permanent method?
	
	

	305(j)(4)(ii)(F)
	Does each grinder have an individual on and off control switch?
	
	

	Foot Notes:

	1  Extracted from OSHA Publication #2209; this check list does NOT include ALL elements of 29 CFR 1910.215; it is a only a guide.

	2  A mark in this column indicates a need for corrective actions.

	Also see backside for a partial list of accidents which have occurred.



	A Partial List of Accidents Involving Grinders

	Case
	Reference  #
	Date
	Fatal
	SIC
	Description

	1
	201270436
	12/21/1997
	X
	3321
	Struck By Fragments From A Broken Grinding Wheel.

	2
	170900906
	10/09/1997
	
	3546
	Caught Finger in Grinding Wheel

	3
	170104749
	03/01/1997
	X
	3321
	Struck By Broken Grinding Wheel Piece

	4
	201150463
	11/19/1996
	
	4213
	Unguarded Grinding Wheel Shattered, Loss Right Eye

	5
	300805272
	09/27/1996
	
	3366
	Grinding Wheel Cut Face

	6
	170587992
	06/21/1996
	
	2674
	Finger Ground in Grinding Wheel

	7
	201110079
	06/14/1996
	
	3593
	Grinding Wheel

	8
	014317374
	10/26/1995
	X
	3322
	Employee Killed When Grinding Wheel Disintegrates

	9
	014409858
	08/03/1995
	X
	1799
	Employee Killed When Struck By Grinding Wheel Fragment

	10
	170743090
	03/01/1995
	
	3321
	Employee Injured By Exploding Grinding Wheel 

	11
	170395644
	11/16/1994
	
	3312
	Employee’s Finger Amputated By Grinding Wheel 

	12
	014524904
	10/04/1994
	X
	3321
	Struck By Exploding Grinding Wheel

	13
	000781716
	10/27/1993
	
	4941
	Employee Struck By Grinding Wheel

	14
	170359574
	10/13/1993
	
	7538
	Employee’s Index Finger Is Amputated By Grinding Wheel

	15
	170696496
	08/01/1993
	
	2033
	Employee’s Fingers Struck By Grinding Wheel

	16
	170152193
	02/23/1993
	
	3999
	Employee Injured As Grinding Wheel Disintegrates 

	17
	170717763
	09/23/1992
	
	0921
	Employee’s Thumb Tip Amputated in Grinding Wheel

	18
	001001205
	12/10/1991
	
	3792
	Employee’s Left Thumb Amputated on Grinding Wheel

	19
	170683924
	11/11/1991
	
	3533
	Employee Catches Hand Between Bit and Grinding Wheel

	20
	170175475
	09/11/1991
	
	4512
	Employee’s Fingers Nearly Severed By Grinding Wheel

	21
	000956094
	08/30/1991
	
	3321
	Employee Disfigured When Struck By Grinding Wheel

	22
	014330542
	08/14/1991
	
	3321
	Employee Injured When Struck By Exploding Grinding Wheel

	23
	000773903
	07/03/1991
	X
	3599
	Employee Killed When Struck By Broken Grinding Wheel

	24
	000767228
	10/12/1990
	X
	3321
	Employee Killed When Struck By Pieces of Grinding Wheel

	25
	000795005
	09/27/1990
	
	1611
	Employee’s Leg Lacerated in Grinding Wheel Explosion

	26
	014537526
	08/02/1990
	
	7353
	Employee Struck By Grinding Wheel 

	27
	000760140
	01/17/1990
	
	3599
	Employee’s Fingers Amputated Between Chuck & Grinding Wheel

	Source: OSHA Database 1990 - 1997


