	Federal Definition of EL/CIVICS:

An education program that emphasizes contextualized instruction on the rights and responsibilities of citizenship, naturalization procedures, civic participation, and U.S. history and government to help students acquire the skills and knowledge to become active informed parents, workers, and community members.

	Topic/Title 
	US GOVERNMENT LEADERSHIP

	NRS Level: (Beg. Literacy, Low Beg., High Beg, Low Intermediate, High Intermediate, Advanced)
	LOW INTERMEDIATE

	EL/Civics Objective: (What the student will know and be able to do)


	Students will understand the difference between local, state and federal government and name their president, state governor and city mayor. Students will be able to research and resolve common issues that require dealing with the different government agencies.



	Competencies: (CASAS or MELT incompetency section of CS document)
	5.5.8  Identify local, state and federal government leaders

	Language Standards: (Listening, speaking, reading, writing, pronunciation, and grammar; found in the CS document under the tab CS by level or CS by skill)

	· Listening: Listen with a purpose

· Speaking: Use simple expressions of satisfaction/dissatisfaction and agreement/disagreement

· Reading: Comprehend simple and compound sentences in authentic materials
· Writing:  Write a short and simple letter
· Grammar: Verb +Infinitive want to, need to
· Pronunciation: Stress of multi-syllabic words


	Procedures:

· Motivation: 
(Introduction that creates learner interest for the lesson)

· Presentation:  
(Introduction of the competency, language standards and other skills)

· Practice:  

(Learners use the new language through controlled activities)
· Application: 

(Learners use the new language for their own real reasons)
· Evaluation: 
(Activity that aligns with the objectives to determine learner progress)


	Agenda and objective  for today are posted on the board
Motivation: Show pictures of President Barak Obama, Governor Martin O’Malley and Mayor Sheila Dixon. Ask the class who these people are and why it is important to know?  Ask who has a Maryland Driver’s License; show the article on two tiered driver’s license system for immigrants, Martin O’Malley supports. 

Ask students about the government in their country and have them write the names of their national, regional and local leaders on the board.

Compile an inventory of real life issues students have that involves dealing with government organizations. Ask students to write down the issue they would like to work on at the end of this lesson. Teacher will check with the individuals whether the individually selected issues are suitable to serve as the evaluation piece for this lesson.

Presentation:  Introduce the three levels and branches of government. Use a map of the United States to explain National/Federal, State and Local. Practice pronunciation of Barak Obama, Martin O’Malley, Sheila Dixon. Give examples of what each level deals with. Explain what the legislative, the executive and the judicial branch do. Brainstorm on how these different government agencies affect your daily life and what you can do to resolve issues that might come up. How can the internet help you with this? Teacher demonstrates how to use the Internet to find the answer to the first issue on the worksheet by typing in: garbage collection Baltimore City. As a class they file a complaint electronically.

Teacher reviews simple expressions of satisfaction/dissatisfaction and agreement/disagreement formed by verb plus infinitive.
Teacher introduces the government leadership worksheet and explains how it will be used.

Practice:

Students read the work sheet and identify unfamiliar words with a highlighter. Students write words on the board, look up the definition and add this. Teacher reviews the meaning of the words and practices pronunciation through choral repetition.
Students complete the first section of the worksheet and categorize the areas presented as state, local or federal concerns. In pairs they pick two issues from the practice section and research the answers using the Internet. Teacher circulates to provide assistance

Application:  

In pairs students add 2 issues that could be of concern in their real life Student use the internet and write a short and simple letter/note/e-mail to resolve the issue.

Evaluation: Students return to the problem they identified at the beginning of this lesson and take the actual steps to resolve it. In class they report out what the steps were and how they resolved the problem, showing proof. Students record in their learning log what they liked and did not like about this lesson



	Other: (Cultural, workplace, metacognitive skills, and technology standards; found in CS document and each area has a tab.)

	Cross-Cultural Skills: Local services available, eligibility for and access to services, laws and regulations.
Workplace: Start class with agenda on the board.
Technology: Learners construct meaning from information A-J.
Meta-cognitive: Express feelings about class in simple terms: I like…..

	Possible Materials:  (Texts, authentic materials, video etc.)

	Pictures of president: 

http://farm1.static.flickr.com/232/489323289_f7c58c2972.jpg
Picture of governor: http://farm1.static.flickr.com/134/395994008_2e69e5fe56.jpg
Picture of mayor:

http://www.baltimoresun.com/media/photo/2006-12/26979337.jpg
Article on two tiered driver’s license: http://www.wtopnews.com/?nid=598&sid=1611139
Handout on divisions of government: see below
Handout internet search on garbage collection: http://egov2.baltimorecountymd.gov/RefusePickupSR/RequestService.aspx



	LOCAL

Deals with local issues
	STATE

Deals with state issues
	NATIONAL / FEDERAL

Deals with national issues

	Judicial: Interprets laws and punishes for breaking the law

	Local and County

 Courts


	State Courts


	Supreme Courts

	Executive: Suggests/approves/rejects laws and  carries out laws

	Mayor


	Governor
	President

	Legislative: Suggests/approves/rejects laws

	Town Council
	State House of

Representatives


	State Senate
	U.S. House of Representatives
	U.S. Senate

	Issues

	Garbage
	Driver’s License
	Federal Tax

	Property Tax
	State Tax
	Immigration Laws

	Pet License
	State Parks
	Terrorism

	Local School issues
	State Highways
	Passports

	Zoning
	Professional Certifications
	Import and export


	Worksheet Government Leadership
	Local Government
	State Government
	Federal Government

	Who is head of your:


	
	
	

	Areas
	
	
	

	Garbage Collection
	
	
	

	Immigration
	
	
	

	Pets
	
	
	

	Driver’s License
	
	
	

	Utilities (gas, water and electric)
	
	
	

	Import/Export
	
	
	

	Building Permits / Zoning
	
	
	

	State Parks
	
	
	

	Hazardous Waste
	
	
	

	Social Security Numbers
	
	
	

	Zoning
	
	
	

	Example Issue for Practice
	Solution
	Indicate

Leg/Exec/Jud

Local/State/Fed

	(demonstration)
Your garbage did not get picked up
	Use the internet go to: Garbage collection Baltimore City – download your trash/recycling schedule or report a problem-request services or report a problem. Then file a complaint electronically (see print-out)
	EXEC

Local

	You would like to be able to get a Maryland Drivers’ License


	
	

	You want to build your own restaurant in the neighborhood


	
	

	You want to get a dog license and don’t know where to go


	
	

	You want to bring a bottle of tequila back from Mexico for 10 family members and need to know the rules


	
	

	You want to reduce summer school vacations


	
	

	You are going to court to contest a speeding ticket you received on a state highway


	
	

	You think your tax refund is too low


	
	





	Add your own issue


	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


