WORKFORCE  INVESTMENT FIELD INSTRUCTION (WIFI) No. 6-05

DATE:

February 2, 2006

TO:


Maryland Workforce Investment Act Grant Recipients

SUBJECT:

New Medicare Prescription Drug Coverage

REFERENCES:
TEN 20-05- New Medicare Prescription Drug Coverage; TEN 16-04- Protocol for Serving Older Workers; Medicare Prescription Drug, Improvement and Modernization Act of 2003; Workforce Investment Act of 1998 (P.L. 105-220) Section 134(d)(2); Older Americans Act Amendments of 2000 (P.L. 106-501).

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:


On December 8, 2003, the President signed into law the Medicare Prescription Drug, Improvement and Modernization Act of 2003 (MMA), which added prescription drug coverage as part of the Medicare program.  The Employment and Training Administration (ETA) is working in collaboration with the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) to promote the prescription drug coverage program to One-Stop Career Center customers.

ACTION TO BE TAKEN:


Local Workforce Investment Boards (LWIBS) are urged to review and share the information contained in TEN 20-05 with staff of the One-Stop Centers and other partner agencies, as appropriate.  Particular note should be made of the important dates, especially May 15, 2006 when the Enrollment Period ends.  Please note that information sheets explaining the program in several languages are readily available.

CONTACT PERSON: Susan Gallagher (410-767-2005)
EFFECTIVE DATE:     Immediately.
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